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at Rome, there came instead two high imperial officers with orders to close the temples and abolish the sacrifices for ever. The summit of Olympus flashed out no thunder whilst Gaudentius and Jovius went from street to street of Carthage and sealed the doors of the temples. The great temple of the Caelestis had been closed for some years, and huge thistles or cactus had sprung up in its splendid avenue. The pagans were consoled to believe that dragons lurked in this small forest, and guarded the deserted building; but one morning they awoke to a painful disillusion, for great golden letters announced on its front that 'Aurelius dedicated this temple to Christian worship,' and the Christian mob poured up the sacred enclosure with wild rejoicing. A chronicler of the time (pseudo-Prosper) speaks of temples being closed and sacrifices abolished throughout Africa in 399. Augustine pictures the Cascili-anists and the Donatists working in Christian unison at the work of destruction ; dragging the marble statues into the streets and breaking them to fragments, smashing the flutes and other musical instruments of the pagan service, and even laying the temples themselves in ruins. So zealous was the execution of the law that a second